Fairlie about the BBC, where the form of social analysis is used to convey a bad-tempered piece of one-sided polemic.
3 It was Mr Fairlie, of course, who fi rst popularised the phrase in print. He complains bitterly that its original meaning has now been lost to sight. By doing so, he helps to bring out the very different ways in which 'the Establishment' has been used and in which it is used by the contributors to this book. At least three meanings have been distinguished and every one of them is politically unhelpful.
First of all, it may simply refer to 'the powers that be'; as such it could serve no special purpose, for it would tell us nothing about who exercises power in our society and how they do it.
Secondly, there is the meaning which Mr Fairlie originally intended to give it: 'The idea of the establishment is concerned less with the actual exercise of power than with the established bodies of prevailing opinion which powerfully, and not always openly, infl uence its exercise.' The members of the The third sense which can be attached to 'the Establishment' is that which Mr Thomas editorially sanctions. 'The word "Establishment" simply indicates the assumption of the attributes of a state church by certain powerful institutions and people; in general these may be supposed to be effectively beyond democratic control.' 5 Mr Thomas's own development of this sense is so
